
Second Fiddle                                                                                                                         Devotion 1.3 

Leonard Bernstein, one of the most celebrated symphonic 
conductors of all time, was always in demand for interviews, and 
appearances.  Once, a reporter asked him which instrument was the 
most difficult to play and eagerly awaited his response.  Bernstein 
quickly answered, “Second fiddle!  I can always get plenty of first 
violinists, but to find someone who plays second violin with as much 
enthusiasm, or second French horn, or second flute, now that’s a 

problem.  And yet, if no one plays second, we have no harmony.” 

 Do you think that the reporter was surprised by his answer?  I suspect that he was 
expecting a specific instrument, or perhaps the first chair player of a certain section of 
the orchestra.  Bernstein’s response, however, shows a great deal of wisdom from years 
of experience working with large groups of musicians.  He knew that beautiful music was 
created when everyone was giving their best effort to play their part with passion.   

Think with me on that for just a moment “…if no one plays second, we have no 
harmony.”  Does that remind you of anything that you’ve read in your Bible?  In the book 
of Mark, we meet Jesus and his disciples in a house in Capernaum.  Apparently, there was 
some lively debate among the disciples, because Jesus asks them what they were 
discussing as they had traveled that day.  The disciples were hesitant to answer Jesus 
because they had been arguing over which one of them was the greatest.   

Jesus, waiting until just the right moment, sat them down and told them, “Whoever 
wants to be first must take last place and be the servant of everyone else.”  To Jesus, 
the discussion of importance held absolutely no importance!  He was not looking greatness 
among them, but wanted them to focus on serving others, and then, after His death and 
resurrection, share the gospel message to the world. 

Many of you are anxiously awaiting a cast list, and some have already received 
theirs.  There is much talk of ‘who is the lead’ and ‘who is in the chorus’.  May I gently 
remind you that, here at STP, none of that is important?  We are called to play our given 
roles with passion…focusing more on the presentation of the gospel than our placement in 
the cast.  Let us unite in a spirit of harmony and play second well!! 

  

 

 

KEY VERSE:  He sat down, called the twelve disciples over to him, and 
said, “Whoever wants to be first must take last place and be the servant 
of everyone else.”  Mark 9:35 NLT 


