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This is an exciting time for STP because we have a show this week.  
Our fall TTA/Staff/Leadership production, THE PRODIGALS, opens 
on Thursday evening!!  It is an amazing show, written by our very own 
Brian Schrager, and it is co-directed by Mr. Brian and Mrs. Barbara 
Long, our production manager.  I have watched tidbits of rehearsals, 
laughed out loud more than once, and teared up a couple of times.  I 
can’t wait to see it in its entirety – trust me, you don’t want to miss it!   

THE PRODIGALS takes us back to the eighties, introducing us to two different families and 
their children.  The Ross family is not Christian, and we see the parents struggling to get by, 
and trying to figure out what to do with their daughters.  On the opposite side of the 
spectrum, we meet the Whites, a Christian family who have done their best to raise their sons 
well, but they are watching their boys struggle to live out their faith.  Between the two 
families, we meet two head strong teenagers, ready to be on their own.  Rick White and Katie 
Ross have decided that they have all the answers and have left their parents homes and 
teaching behind.  They have their sights set on being rock & roll musicians, and the show is 
filled with 80’s vibe music that will have you singing through the scene changes!  

I don’t want to reveal too much of the story, but I will tell you that it is based on the story 
that Jesus tells in Luke 15:11-32.  Jesus’ parable about the lost son is the last of a set of three 
parables.  It follows His stories about the lost sheep, and the lost coin.  Each of these stories 
shows God’s loving character - how he is always looking and reaching for us…even when we don’t 
know that we are lost or need to be reached.   

I like the parable of the lost son because it reminds me of our onion devotional from last week.  
The son who leaves his family, doesn’t leave well, and he squanders away all that his father has 
given him.  On his own, he discovers that he is a bit messier than he realized – a real onion, so 
to speak.  But when he goes back to his father, admitting his failure, his dad is excited to see 
him.  This is exactly what God does when we mess up!  He says, “Look there’s my kid!  He has 
messed so many things up, but I can still use him for my glory!”  Even when we make mistakes, 
God constantly welcomes us back home – that’s mercy and grace!! 

Then there is the older brother who has been obedient and has it all together.  He is upset 
because, even though he has “done it all right”, no one is getting excited about his faithfulness.  
He is caught in the trap of pride.  He is so focused on himself that he can’t be excited that his 
brother is home.  It’s an easy trap to fall into, and Satan loves to hear me whine, “but what 
about me?”  I must remember, that’s an onion-y attitude!  It looks good on the outside, but 
when you cut into it, it reveals a selfish heart.  May we all seek to have the heart of the Father 
and be filled with grace and tender mercy.     

Key Verse: “We have to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to 
life!  He was lost, but now he is found!”  Luke 15:32 
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