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We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious power so you will have 
all the endurance and patience you need.  May you be filled with joy, always thanking 
the Father.  Colossians 1:11-12a  NLT 

Once upon a time, I began teaching music at a local elementary school.  I would love to 
tell you that, as an energetic college graduate, that I had it all figured out.  I’m pretty 
sure that I thought that I did.  I was certain that I could impart all kinds of knowledge to 
my eager students, and that we would have so much fun that there would be no time for 
misbehavior.   

It was great – there were things that I loved about it, and I think that’s why being here at 
STP brings me so much joy.  I love to see God’s creativity and see you all use your gifts 
for His glory.  But there were life lessons that I learned during that time, and one that I 
wish I had a better grasp on when I taught – and that’s patience.   

You see, I was quick to discipline and slow to listen.  If a student was giving me 
difficulty, it was easier to send them away for the principal to deal with, instead of talking 
with them to find out what was going on in their world.  During my early years of 
teaching, I’m sure that I missed a lot of opportunities because I was upset with kids over 
their behavior and not really interested in anything other than making sure that my class 
objectives were met.   

Do you know when I began to see children in a whole new light?  When I became a 
parent.  Suddenly I began to see children differently – through the lens of one who was 
watching her own children grow, struggle, develop, succeed, fail…the list goes on and 
on.  Through the years, watching my own kids, I have found that I’m quicker to ask 
questions and listen, and hopefully, I’m a bit better in the patience department. 

Did you know that God, our good, good Father, is incredibly patient with us?  When I 
looked up the definition, it was like I was reading a list of the attributes of God:  bearing 
pains or trials calmly, without complaint; manifesting forbearance (refraining from 
enforcement of something that is due) under provocation or strain; not hasty or 
impetuous; steadfast despite opposition, difficulty or adversity;  able or willing to bear.  
Think of all the time that passed in the Old Testament, when people were constantly 
rebelling, and God continued to send reminders through the prophets?  And it took 
thousands of years for God to send Jesus to pay the price of the sin of the fall.  But God 
says that Jesus came at just the right time (Romans 5:6).  And even after Christ came, 
the disciples couldn’t quite get it all right…but Jesus never gave up on them.  He kept 
loving them, answering their questions, and offering grace. 

God knows that we don’t have everything figured out!  We sin against Him over and 
over, and yet he waits for us realize our mistakes, and gives us time to turn to Him and 
ask forgiveness.  Isn’t that amazing?  God is never going to give up on us – he will 
reveal our sin to us and help us turn from it to follow Him.  His grace covers us as we 
are learning and growing in His grace and truth.  Let’s thank God for that patience in our 
lives and ask Him to grow the same patient spirit in us! 
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TABLE TALK – How does being patient with one another affect our family?  Name 
something you can do to extend patience and grace to someone in our family showing 
that we love them and want to honor God. 


