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STP Motto:  In everything you do, put God first and He will direct your path and crown 
your efforts with success.  Based on Proverbs 3:6 

We have had several weeks of classes and while entering the auditorium each week you may 
have noticed our STP motto above the entry.  It says, “In everything you do, put God first and 
He will direct your path and crown your efforts with success.”  Our motto is based on Proverbs 
3:6, and the wording was derived from The Living Bible translation that was popular many years 
ago.  When we memorize it today, we usually combine Proverbs 3:5-6, which says, “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways, 
acknowledge Him and He will make straight your paths.”  (ESV) 

I have thought a lot about the motto this week – especially about the ordering of the sections.  
When I think about it, it breaks down into three parts:  1) In everything you do, put God first, 2) 
He will direct your paths, and 3) He will crown your efforts with success.  I would love to be able 
to tell you that I always get the order right, but sometimes I am so caught up in my “to do” list, 
that I try to direct my own path, without seeking the Lord first.   

Flashback to last week.  On Monday morning, after having an enjoyable weekend of rest and 
fun with my family, I woke up and checked the notifications on my phone.  There were all kinds 
of STP related emails and texts with things that needed to be handled.  I got out of bed and 
went about my day, working with my kids on their schoolwork, and tackling the list.  By that 
afternoon, I was overwhelmed and having a hard time getting everything done, and in fact, 
didn’t complete one of my favorite things related to STP – our weekly devotion.   

We had fire drills last week, and so I went into each class, cheerfully greeted them, explained a 
little about fire drills and opened class with prayer.  But each day, as I walked into the 
auditorium, I was reminded of the first section of the motto:  in everything you do, put God first. 

That Monday, I made a mistake.  I didn’t put God first.  I put everything else ahead of the 
amazing God who has blessed me with beautiful children and an amazing ministry in which to 
serve.  I began the day by directing my own path, and by the middle of the day, I crashed and 
burned, and honestly, didn’t accomplish nearly what I had set out to do.  I went to the Lord, once 
I realized that I was floundering, and had to ask him to forgive me for getting things out of order.   

Monday was a hard day.  I think it was just going to be a tough one - some days are just harder 
than others.  I also know that I can face the hard days a whole lot better when I have put God 
first before I start to tackle the “everything.”  Last Monday was a great reminder of how my best 
intentions to direct my own path don’t serve anyone well.  And the good thing is that God has 
redeemed my difficult day and given me the chance to share a glimpse of how He can use our 
missteps for His glory. 

In everything you do, put God first.   When we do that, He orders our steps.  His plans for us are 
the best plans, even if they look vastly different from the “to-do” list.  He has a purpose for us 
every day and is waiting for us to read the notifications from Him.  The Bible doesn’t have a 
fancy ringtone, isn’t flashy or filled with memes and videos, but the truth that is found there will 
change us and set our feet on the right path.  Let’s not miss the daily opportunity to put God 
first!  
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Table Talk:  How can we change adjust our family life to put God first?  Is there a way to use our 
electronics to point us to the Lord before we use them other things? 

  

 

 


