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At the close of each production, we spend a few minutes in class the next week talking about the 
show and giving a grace-filled critique.  On these weeks, our devotion will feature a testimony from 
one of our students.  This week, we asked Melanie Martin to share a little about her experience 
during Rumpelstiltskin.   

My name is Melanie Martin and I have the blessing of TTAing the Wednesday 
Homeschool class this year. I had the privilege of vocal directing and stage managing for 
Rumpelstiltskin and was asked to share a little bit of what I learned with you all.  

God works in so many ways and through various means; I know He has been 
working to teach me many things this past semester. In the moment of certain trials and 
hard situations, I was often tempted to despair and not trust Him. But He always sent me 
timely reminders from His word, my parents, and my friends.  

Now I have the opportunity to look back and see the great things He accomplished in 
my life and the lives of others around me in those hard times. The first thing God definitely 
taught me was patience; patience to not know the answers, patience to trust His timing, and 
patience to have peace in the waiting. I thank God as I look back on the way He used 
others’ actions and choices to grow me in this way, and even in the hard moments of 
waiting, He gave me enough grace and strength to persevere through.  

I also continue to learn how to best serve those that I am placed with and how to put 
their needs above my own. Leading has always come naturally to me, but in these past few 
years at STP and through this past semester, God continues to teach me how to best let 
others lead and how to stay in exactly the place He’s called me to. I thank Him for the time I 
spent vocal directing with Miles Park and how I grew in teamwork with him. I also thank Him 
for the opportunity to assistant stage manage under Logan Taylor, for the ways God taught 
me to support him, and for the continual lessons in not overstepping my boundaries. Both 
experiences grew me, and while the growing is often challenging in some moments, I know 
growth is a gift from God.  

Finally, I truly learned how to enjoy the moment I was in, whether that was in the 
wing praying for one of the actors, or helping the children find the trash bags, or conversing 
with the leadership before the show. God blessed me with so many small, meaningful 
moments that carried me through the hard ones. I will always remember the lessons I 
learned in patience, humility, compatibility, and true joy in my time with the Rumpelstiltskin 
cast. The children are such a blessing to me, and I thank God for the opportunity to know 
them all.  

My mom and Mrs. Barb both encouraged me at separate times with 2 Corinthians 
12:9-10 during the show, and it greatly encouraged me, so I thought I would close with it 
here: “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 2 
Corinthians 12:9-10   

 


