
Count it all Joy! Devotions Inspired by the Book of James 3.1

This year at STP, we are really diving into God’s Word, using our Bibles regularly during our 
devotional times. We are on a bit of a Bible adventure, using James as our springboard to take us 
through scripture. Our goal? To learn more about how we are to live. I hope that you will take 
the time to read the scriptures that we talk about each week and encourage your student to hide 
God’s Word in their heart. Maybe scripture memory can be a new family challenge! 

The book of James is found toward the end of the New Testament and is a letter that is attributed 
to James, the brother of Jesus. While it is written in letter format, it reads more like a series of 
sermons. James was accomplished at sharing his point and giving examples that make the text 
come alive with imagery. Some scholars say that it is the book of wisdom for the New Testament. 
In the current climate, we really need a good dose of wisdom, so now is the perfect time to give 
James a closer look! 

This week, we began with the first few verses of James and talked about the phrase “counting it 
all joy” and what that means. We all know that as Christians, we will face trials in our lives, and it 
is not always easy to be joyful through difficult circumstances. However, being filled with joy is a 
theme that shows up over and over in scripture.  Read:  1 Peter 1:6-7, 2 Corinthians 4:17-18   

James says that our trials will produce steadfastness. When we think about something being 
steadfast, we think of words like constant, unwavering, rock solid.  If something is steadfast, it 
should be grounded. But grounded in what? So, I began thinking of steadfast as an adjective, and 
decided to find what it might modify within scripture and guess what I found? Steadfast is often 
paired with the noun “love”, specifically referring to the love of God. Read:  Psalm 51:1, 
Lamentations 3:22-24 

God’s love is steadfast! Constant, unwavering, rock solid. It is paramount that we recognize the 
great, unfailing love that God has for us! It is so essential that Jesus talked about it with His 
disciples at the Last Supper. He shared so much with them that evening, including the key to 
having joy. Read:  John 15:9-11 

How do we count it all as joy? By remaining (abiding) in God’s love. When we recognize His great 
love for us through the gift of Jesus Christ as our Savior, then our joy is complete! There is nothing 
more that we need. With God’s love, we can walk by faith, no matter what trials come our way. 
We lean back into the loving arms of God and move forward inch by inch, moment by moment, 
allowing His love to carry us.  His love never fails! 

Psalm 117 has exactly what we need to remember if things are hard. This is your chapter to 
memorize this week. It is a short but powerful reminder of how to count it all joy! 

Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! For great is his steadfast love 
toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD! 



The Joy Equation Devotions Inspired by the Book of James  3.2 

Last week, we talked about the opening of the book of James and the concept of walking through 
trials with joy. It seems that as soon as we set on a path to draw closer to God and seek Him in 
all that we do, the trials arise.  As Christians, we should not be caught off guard by this and should 
expect trials to come.  Read: 1 Peter 1:6-7  

The goal within these trials is to remain steadfast, grounded in God’s love and in His truth. As we 
keep reading in James we find another key to walking through trials.  Read: James 1:5-8  

James says that we need wisdom and that if we ask in faith, God will give it to us.  Can we count 
on God to give us the wisdom that we need when things are difficult?  Will He really equip us to 
answer hard questions and face the tests and challenges that come our way without fear? To find 
out more about God’s generosity as it relates to wisdom, let’s travel back to 1 Kings and meet 
David’s son, Solomon.   

Solomon was young, he had just become king of Israel and had big sandals to fill.  He was 
following his father, King David, and felt quite unequipped to rule over multitudes of people.  
Because Solomon loved God and knew that he could trust Him for all things, he asked for wisdom.  
Read: 1 Kings 3:6-12 

God’s response to Solomon? He is so pleased with Solomon’s humility to ask, that God gives him 
wisdom in abundance! The Bible says that people came from far and near to hear Solomon’s 
wisdom. He wrote 3,000 proverbs and 1,005 songs. I cannot imagine such an outpouring of 
wisdom, but it must have been astonishing.  Read: 1 Kings 4:29-34 

Solomon had the desire to walk with the Lord and make decisions that were upright and just. He 
recognized that he could not rule a country in his own strength.  We are all more like Solomon 
than we may realize. We want to walk humbly before God and discern right from wrong, but we 
cannot do it in our own strength or in our own knowledge. We must ask for God for His wisdom! 
Read Proverbs 2:1-8  

Wisdom is part of the joy equation. To count every trial as joy, we persevere, resting in God’s 
steadfast love, asking Him for wisdom to manage each circumstance moment by moment. As 
God refines us, He is creating a testimony of His faithfulness in us.  In his commentary on the 
book of James, J. A. Motyer writes, “There is no trial, no great calamity or small pressure, no 
overwhelming sorrow or small run of life outside that plan of God, whereby it is a stepping stone 
to glory.”  Trust God’s plan, seek His wisdom, and rest in His steadfast love! 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith with no doubting, for 
the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 

           James 1:5-6 

 



Storing up Treasure Devotions Inspired by the Book of James  3.3 

Last week, we talked about wisdom and learned that true wisdom comes from God, through His 
Word. During this week’s devotion, we unpacked a bit more wisdom from James, and it gives us 
all something to ponder. Read: James 1:9-11  

James is already talking about what hits close to home – our possessions. We all know that we 
aren’t supposed to strive for earthly wealth or accolades but, in our world, it seems that if we 
have those things, then we can take care of ourselves. We can be self-reliant! But James’ words 
about wealth echo the words of the prophet Isaiah, pointing out that things are more temporary 
than we would like. Read: Isaiah 40:6-8 

Isaiah reminds us that the only thing that remains forever is the Word of our God. It is important 
that James echoes this passage from Isaiah because he is reminding us that God’s Word is 
trustworthy. It is the wisdom that he talked about in previous verses and, while the grass will 
wither and the flowers fade, we can count on His Word to support us when things are difficult.    

The world would say that there are many things more reliable than God’s Word, but is that true? 
Do we boast about our good fortune and place our faith in our own wisdom and wealth? Jeremiah 
has a word from the Lord that clears up these questions. Read: Jeremiah 9:23-24. 

If we are to boast, it is only in knowing God, understanding His holiness, and knowing of His 
steadfast love for us. We don’t boast in our own might, but in our mighty God who is faithful to 
bring justice and righteousness to the earth. We will never understand His purposes and plans, 
but we can trust Him as our sovereign God who cares for us. 

In the book of Luke, Jesus speaks to boasting about wealth. He tells the story of a farmer who 
builds bigger barns to hold his bountiful harvest. The farmer was more concerned about storing 
up treasure on earth than building a rich, eternal relationship with God. Read: Luke 12:16-21 

It is easy to see the folly of the farmer until we look back at March 2020 and remember toilet 
paper! There are still things that are hard to find and I find myself constantly rechecking myself. 
Am I taking what I need? Am I storing up things and not trusting God to meet my needs? Am I 
robbing God of the opportunity to provide for me in the future? These are timely questions, 
worth pondering. If God’s Word is true, and if we are covered in His steadfast love, then we can 
trust Him to meet every need according to His riches in glory.  

Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will store up treasure for you 
in heaven! And the purses of heaven never get old or develop holes. Your treasure 
will be safe; no thief can steal it and no moth can destroy it. Wherever your 
treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 

         Luke 12:33-34 (NLT) 

 

 



Tea, anyone? Devotions Inspired by the Book of James  3.4 

Last week, we were reminded not to boast about wealth because it will wither and fade like grass. 
We also learned that God will meet every need, just as he cares for the birds, he will care for us!  

As God shares his wisdom through James, He challenges us to pause and think about temptation 
and sin.  Read: James 1:12-15  

Earlier in James, we were told that we would face trials of various kinds, and now we learn that 
we will also face temptation. Where does temptation originate? James is clear. Temptation 
comes from our own sinful desires. He is also clear in saying that God never tempts us to do 
wrong. Our sin comes from our hearts and is the result of our desire to have what we want.  

In our world today, it is common to hear, “follow your heart,” but that is not what God’s Word 
says. Read:  Galatians 5:16-18 

We are to follow the Holy Spirit’s guidance, not our hearts! There is a constant battle going on 
within us between what God wants us to do and what we want to do. If we rely on our hearts to 
guide us, then we may well end up deceived and trapped in sin. Parents should be aware that the 
next passage to read may contain topics that are not age-appropriate for your student. You may 
wish to read a few of the sins from the list and skip over others, as I did in class. I felt it important 
to share the whole list with our 13+ students, who are hearing mixed messages from the world 
about right and wrong. Read: Galatians 5:19-21 

We live in confusing times. There are things on the list that you just read that are completely 
acceptable in the world today, but to our Holy God, they are heartbreaking, and separate us from 
him. God cannot look on sin, accept it, or celebrate it. Unfortunately, our culture is terribly 
deceived.  Without God’s wisdom from scripture, we will be caught in worldly deception, too. 

If I want to make hot tea, I need hot water. As I steep my tea bag in the hot water, it becomes 
what it is supposed to be: tea. If I made my tea with hot Coca-Cola, it wouldn’t turn out very 
much like tea. It would be a weird Coca-Cola-ish drink. The Coca-Cola would dominate the flavor, 
and while the flavor might seem a bit tea-ish, it is radically different from what hot tea should be. 

If we steep ourselves in the “wisdom of the world,” we will end up confused, anxious, and on the 
wrong path. Our sin entangles us and separates us from God. That is why Jesus died in our place 
as our Savior! We have to recognize our sin, ask for forgiveness, and turn from it. As we turn away 
from sin, we need to steep in God’s Word, asking the Holy Spirit to guide our hearts. Read: 
Galatians 5:22-23. 

We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true 
for everyone who believes, no matter who we are. For everyone has sinned; we 
all fall short of God’s glorious standard. Yet God freely and graciously declares 
that we are righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the 
penalty for our sins. Romans 3:22-24 (NLT) 



God’s Good Gifts Devotions Inspired by the Book of James 3.5

Our next short passage in the book of James is one that centers us. Since God does not tempt us 
to sin, we can count on him to lead us in the right direction. We can trust that every good and 
perfect gift comes from Him and we can trust His Word. Read James 1:16-18 

We cannot underestimate the value of knowing where our “good gifts” originate. When we look 
around, we can see God’s blessings in the beauty of creation or in our small successes during the 
day. At STP we recognize the blessing of a dress being donated at just the right time, volunteers 
helping fill production roles, and financial contributions that we didn’t anticipate.  God’s good 
gifts are all around us! 

But when we hit trials and nothing seems to be going our way, what then? Is God still surrounding 
us with good gifts? Sometimes we have to take our eyes off of our circumstances and remember 
God’s benefits. Read: Psalm 103 

When we are faced with trials of every kind, we must go back to God’s Word and be reminded of 
who He is and what He is doing in our lives. Here’s the short list based on Psalm 103. 

The Lord forgives.   The Lord heals.    The Lord redeems. 

The Lord crowns me with love.   The Lord fills my life with good things. 

The Lord gives righteousness and justice. 

The Lord reveals His character.              The Lord is compassionate. 

The Lord is merciful.         The Lord is slow to anger. 

The Lord is filled with unfailing love.    The Lord has removed our sins. 

The Lord is tender and compassionate.   The Lord knows how weak we are. 

The Lord’s love remains forever! 

When we don’t know what to do, how to handle a situation, or wonder why things are so hard, 
we have to go back to the truth that is in scripture. Psalm 103 is an excellent place to start. When 
we choose to love and serve the Lord, we need to have a good understanding of the benefits 
package! How gracious is our God to lay it all out for us?  

Psalm 117 reminds us of God’s steadfast love and faithfulness. Memorize it! You never know 
when you might need the reminder. And remember Psalm 103 – write the reference in the front 
of your Bible so that you can locate it easily. When times are hard, remember who God is by 
reading and praying through it. By relying on God’s Word, we can walk through any trial with joy. 

Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 

 Romans 12:12 (NLT) 



The Implanted Word Devotions Inspired by the Book of James  3.6 

James continues to draw us back to the importance of being grounded in God’s Word. There are 
passages in our Bibles that may not “speak” to us at a particular time, but we should remember 
that God’s Word is always working in us, whether we feel it or not. We need to allow the Holy 
Spirit to do the work in our hearts, trust that He has a purpose for us, and faithfully read His Word 
to find rest for our souls. Read: Isaiah 55:10-11 

This week, we hit one of the most popular and most quoted verses in the book of James. It has 
come to mind almost daily over the past few months. Read James 1:19-21 

Being quick to listen is such an important skill, but to whom or what are we listening? If we aren’t 
careful, we are listening to everything that the world shouts and Truth is being drowned out.  
That’s why it is so important to rely on God’s Word for wisdom! We must rely on God’s implanted 
Word to work in our hearts, guide our thinking, and keep us on His path. 

Jesus talks about God’s Word going out, relating it to a farmer planting seeds. Many of you 
planted gardens this past year because you were at home. Our family did that too! It was a fun 
family project, that, unfortunately was abandoned once I returned to work at STP. Jesus’ parable 
is a good reminder of what I didn’t do well! Read: Mark 4:3-9 

To be a successful gardener, it takes a lot of work. The soil must be prepared, the seeds must be 
planted at the right depth, the plants need water and weeding – it really is no simple task! But 
for the farmer who is willing to do the work, the harvest is abundant! 

Jesus takes this simple story of the farmer and his seed and relates it right back to God’s Word. 
Read: Mark 4:13-20 

This parable is so important because it is a clear picture of how God’s Word changes us. The more 
time that we spend with God in His Word, the easier it will be to face trials and temptations. As 
we read God’s Word, we learn more about who God wants us to be. He reveals our sin to us, so 
that we might ask forgiveness for it, turn from it, and pursue His best for us. Without God’s Word 
speaking into our lives, we are unsettled and restless. There is freedom in God’s Word because it 
has the power to save our weary souls. Read John 1:1-16 

God’s Word has been with us from the beginning and it became flesh and dwelt among us! Isn’t 
that amazing? The Word has the power to save us because it is Jesus, Himself.  We can rest in 
God’s Word because Jesus says that His yoke is easy and His burden is light. When we are weary, 
we can run to Jesus through His Word and find rest for our souls.  

Asking God to forgive us of our sins, placing our faith in Jesus, and actively seeking Him through 
His Holy Word is the path to peace. As this truth settles into our hearts and as we pursue Jesus, 
God’s plans are being worked out in our lives for His glory. Allow God’s implanted Word to work 
in you today! 

     Come unto me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.     
        Matthew 11:28 



Doing the Word Devotions Inspired by the Book of James  3.7 

As we continue to think on God’s Word and the impact that it is to have on our lives, James urges 
us to remember God’s truth and act accordingly. He calls it being a “doer of the Word.”  Read 
James 1:22-25 

Have you ever thought that truly being a “doer of the word” meant that you had to do something 
amazing for God? Maybe be a missionary or a pastor? I remember thinking that, unless I was 
called to a special ministry that maybe what I was doing wasn’t enough. Perhaps when you read 
this passage, you think the same thing. As I’ve grown in my walk with the Lord, I’ve realized that 
God isn’t looking for extraordinary “doers”, but faithful servants who read God’s Word and put 
it into action. 

Being a doer of the Word is as simple as…friendship. Being a good friend is so important and it is 
an easy way to walk out the gospel in real time. So what does it take to be a good friend? 

TRUSTWORTHINESS     HONESTY  DEPENDABILITY 

LOYALTY         WILLINGNESS TO RISK     EMPATHY 

     NOT JUDGEMENTAL         GOOD LISTENER   

SUPPORTIVE in GOOD AND HARD TIMES        FUN to BE AROUND 

          SELF-CONFIDENT        BALANCES RELATIONSHIPs  

         FINDS HUMOR in LIFE                GIVING 

POINTS to the TRUTH in GOD’S WORD 

We have been in classes at STP for seven weeks! Can you believe that? If you are an STP veteran, 
hopefully you are connecting with new students in your class. If you are new, I hope that you are 
willing to step out of your comfort zone and talk to someone. Sometimes the people who seem 
the most confident and outgoing are the ones who are longing to connect with a good friend.  
God has given you each amazing talent and gifting, and while it’s fun to do theater together, 
authentic friendships require us to step out in faith and get to know one another.   

Don’t be deceived by what friendship looks like on social media. Friendship is much more than 
fun pictures, likes, and hearts. That’s why we don’t allow phones in classes or backstage. It can 
be uncomfortable not to have the escape that a device offers, but it is only when we get our eyes 
up and off our phones that we really see others. Everyone wants to be seen, and being seen in 
real time makes people feel loved, supported, and valued – something that social media will 
never do. Step out in faith and be a doer of the Word by being a good friend! 

         The heartfelt counsel of a friend is as sweet as perfume and incense.     
        Proverbs 27:9 



Speech, Care, and Holiness            Devotions Inspired by the Book of James  3.8 

We made it! We have finally gotten to the last two verses of the first chapter of James. If slow 
and steady wins the race, then we are on track to successfully study God’s Word this year. What 
a gift it is dwell in scripture. To help our students with this, we will print the first eight devotions 
and hand them out in a packet next week. By the end of the year, they will have a complete 
devotional study of the book of James. 

This week, as we read our verses, we realize that James is giving us a glimpse of the outline of 
the remainder of his letter.  There are three key points that we will study as we move forward. 
See if you can find them! Read James 1:26-27 

If you found speech or thought about the way that we talk to others, then you have found one 
of the key points. Just as James talked about careful listening and discouraged us from becoming 
angry, he is definitely going to talk a lot about how we talk! 

A second point that he mentions is caring for widows and orphans. Why does he mention caring 
for these specific groups? Read Psalm 68:5 

James mentions widows and orphans for two reasons. First, God cares deeply for them – He is 
the father to the fatherless and the defender of widows. Second, he needs us to realize that we 
should be willing to serve those who cannot give anything back in return. Jesus did the same 
thing for us! Before he gave his life for us, he promised not to leave us as orphans, and reminded 
us how we show our love for him. Read John 14:18-24 

This brings us to James’ third point: being unstained by the world. The only way that we can do 
that is to love God and keep His commandments. We need to put God first in everything that we 
do…our relationships, our decisions, and our foundational beliefs. To some that might seem 
legalistic, but John assures us that there is freedom in believing in Jesus, turning from our sin, 
and wholeheartedly following Him. Read 1 John 5:1-5 

John tells us that we cannot only be unstained by the world, but overcome the world, simply 
loving God, believing in Jesus and following His commands. As we do this, we will find peace! Our 
world is riddled with problems but following God will not create problems. It will help us solve 
them! That doesn’t mean that we won’t face trials by standing up for God, but we will have the 
Holy Spirit’s protection and peace as we do so.  

There are tests and challenges to come, but we do not face them alone. As we follow God’s plan 
for our lives, we will find the freedom and peace that only comes through placing our hope and 
faith in Jesus Christ. May we seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance back to God’s Word, dwell in God’s 
steadfast love each day, and may His peace drown out the anxiety that the world creates. 

Loving God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments are not burdensome. 
For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our faith. 
And who can win this battle against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God.    1 John 5:3-5 



The Thank You Challenge                           3.9 

  A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.  
  Proverbs 15.1 

We are stepping away from the book of James for a moment to talk about thanksgiving.  
It is always a good thing to be thankful, and we can ask God to help us find ways to 
express our gratefulness for all that we have been given.  That is one of the lessons that 
our TTAs and staff learned during Curtain in Five!  We need to be thankful while working 
and reworking things, both on and off stage, even down to closing the building with 
clean-up!   

God wants us to be thankful in all things.  That presents a great challenge for most of us 
– especially when it comes to being corrected.  Are we supposed to react with
thanksgiving when someone tells us what to do, or asks us to change our behavior?
What if we are caught with ‘our hand in the cookie jar,’ so to speak?

One of the greatest lessons I ever learned was from a director that I had as a young 
adult.  When we worked with him, he taught us that we could be respectful, and earn 
the respect of others by responding to correction with a simple thank you.  If we were 
given a note on stage about something that needed to change, we would simply hear 
what he had to say and respond with thank you.  We didn’t take offense to what he 
said, because he was our director, and we knew that he saw the bigger picture and 
wanted our show to be the best it could be.  Off stage, if we were corrected for 
something we had done wrong, we still responded with thank you because we knew 
that he was looking out for us, and had our best interest in mind.  He corrected us 
because he wanted us to be our best all the time. 

Thinking about his expectations reminds me to check out what God’s word says about 
responding to correction.  Proverbs seemed like a good place to look, and so I found the 
following scripture, “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger,” (Proverbs 15:1).  What could be a gentler answer than thank you?!? 

Here is a great challenge.  Let’s practice saying thank you when we are corrected.  If you 
are asked to fix something on stage, instead of talking about why you were doing what 
you were doing, just say thank you.  If someone asks you to follow a rule, say thank you 
for the reminder, and then act on it!  Be quick to listen, and if you respond, respond 
with thank you!! 

In Matthew 11:29-30, Jesus says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  Our saying thank you is 
a gentle answer.  Our realizing that we are wrong and changing our behavior is a humble 
response.  If we are gentle and lowly, then we are more Christ-like.  When we work 
together with a spirit of obedience and respect, everything runs smoothly, we honor 
God, and we are more thankful!  That sounds like a great beginning in thanksgiving.  



No Favorites! Devotions Inspired by the Book of James  3.10 

Happy Thanksgiving!  We have laughed and learned through ten weeks of classes at STP, enjoyed 
an amazing TTA show, Curtain in Five!, and surpassed our show fundraising goal. Isn’t God’s 
faithfulness astounding? When I see your children’s smiles, hear their laughter, and enjoy their 
singing, I am reminded of the importance of youth and children’s ministry. I am so thankful that 
STP can support your children as they grow in their faith and learn more about walking with the 
Lord. We have much to be thankful for, and it is good to pause and praise God for all that He is 
doing. Great is HIS faithfulness! 

As we begin chapter 2 of James, take a moment to recall the themes that are the focus of much 
of the book. Pressing forward, we will learn about how to care for others, the importance of what 
we say, and come to understand more about the holiness of God. James will likely step on our 
toes a bit and cause us to examine our hearts. Read James 2:5-9. 

Right out of the gate, James hits hard. We are not to look at others and judge them based on how 
they look or whether they are different from us. We are not to look at rich or poor. Scripture is 
clear – we are all created differently, but that should not affect our care and concern for one 
another.  Read 1 Samuel 2:7-8. 

Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving and dedication of her son, Samuel, reminds us that our 
circumstances will be different, but that God is still watching over us and caring for us. If God 
cares for all, then we need to be paying attention and follow His lead. Another mother prayed a 
similar prayer of thanksgiving and the theme is echoed again.  Read Luke 1:51-53 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, praises God for his faithfulness to all, no matter their status. She 
reminds us that God scatters the proud and lifts up the humble. He brings down those who hold 
on to their wealth and possessions and cares for those who are needy. 

To love like Jesus, we need to see others as Jesus sees them. What does Jesus have to say about 
partiality? Read Matthew 5:2-10 

Can you see the kindness in His eyes and hear the gentleness of His voice as you read His teaching 
in the Beatitudes? He challenges us to transform our thinking about how we see others, and then 
BE different. If we are to do the Word well, then we need to see others through the kind eyes of 
Christ.  

The hope of the gospel is for everyone! The Good News of Jesus’ sacrifice for our salvation is too 
good not to share! We are to BE a blessing to others – everything that we have has been given to 
us to bring others to Christ and to give God glory. We are called to be salt shakers and light 
bearers. Let’s do the Word well and let His light shine by welcoming all and showing no favorites!  

 
In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see,  

so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.    Matthew 5:16 
 



Crooked Paths Advent Reflections  3.11 

December is upon us and so we pause our study in James to think toward the birth of Christ. One 
of the images in scripture connected with the prophecy of Jesus is the crooked path made 
straight. When traveling, it makes sense to take the straightest path to a given destination. Back 
roads are beautiful, but if you really want to reach your location quickly, you take the interstate. 

Is the straight path always the way that God leads? When the Hebrews are led out of captivity in 
Egypt, we find that God’s plan for them doesn’t include the quickest route to the Promised Land. 
Read Exodus 13:17-18 

God’s plan of protection for His children was to avoid the land of the Philistines. He knew that if 
they faced such terrifying warriors, they would be afraid and want to turn back. Sometimes God’s 
plan along the crooked path is the best plan for us. After a year like 2020, filled with changed 
plans and destinations, this is very reassuring. We can trust that God is using the crooked path, 
even when we can’t see His plans and purposes. 

Isaiah, the Old Testament Prophet, gives us many clues to the coming of Jesus. He even points to 
the announcement of Jesus’ coming in the New Testament. Read Isaiah 40:3-5 

Long before Jesus’ birth, Isaiah was talking about what He would do for His people. He mentions 
that valleys will be lifted and hills will be made low. Our last devotion from James echoes the 
same idea – that Jesus equalizes things. It is here that we learn that Jesus will also make the 
crooked path straight. 

When we read Luke’s gospel, we hear Isaiah’s words echoed by the prophet John. It is important 
to read the list of names at the beginning of this passage – it ends up being a list of the major 
political players in Jesus’ lifetime. See if you can fit them into Jesus’ story after reading the next 
passage. Read Luke 3:1-6 

Luke is intentional about retelling the events of Jesus’ life within the context of who was in 
leadership. This is important because it places Jesus, his birth, ministry, death, and resurrection 
within a historical framework. It is here that we meet John the Baptist, the voice crying in the 
wilderness that shares Isaiah’s prophecy again. 

When Jesus began His public ministry, He tried to tell those around Him about God’s purpose for 
His coming. Even those closest to Jesus had a hard time grasping it. In one of my favorite passages 
of scripture, Jesus lays it out as simply as He can for the disciples. Read John 14:1-7 

Jesus tells Thomas that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. During Advent, as we think about 
the crooked path, we realize that it is made straight at the foot of the cross. When you cast light 
on a cross, the shadow is always straight. It’s one of the images that I love on our STP stage – the 
cross in the light and the shadow that it casts. It reminds me that Jesus’ death and resurrection 
made a straight path to an eternal home in heaven with God. No matter how crooked the path 
may seem, when we trust Jesus as our Lord and Savior, his path leads us straight to heaven. 

Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. John 14:1 



Let Mercy Triumph! Devotions Inspired by the book of James 3.12

Happy New Year! STP is back, ready to walk in faith through 2021 and jump into our production 
season. While no one anticipated the events that have already transpired in the new year, as 
Christians, we know that events in our world do not come as a surprise to God, and so we are 
trusting Him to use all things to draw us closer to His throne of grace, knowing that He is working 
things out for HIS GLORY!  

As we continue through the book of James, we are reminded that, as believers, we are all equal 
at the foot of the cross. We are also reminded that our sin is serious and that it separates us from 
God. Read James 2:10-12 

When I read this brief passage, I was reminded of the Israelites, and what it took for them to be 
cleansed of their sin. I would challenge you to take the time to read in Leviticus about the sin 
offerings required to reconcile people back to God. It was so complicated and difficult to make 
peace with God. There were numerous requirements and ceremony involved. I cannot imagine 
living in that time and the anxiety that must have come with trying to keep the letter of law. The 
burden of sin must have been intense. It is no wonder that throughout the Old Testament that 
we hear the people cry out to God to forget their sins. Read Psalm 25:4-7 

God, in His great mercy, always had a plan to bring His children into fellowship with Him that 
would eliminate the sacrifices and ceremony. It came in the birth, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus. Jesus knew all along that He would be the final sacrifice and that His blood would cover 
our sins. When we realize God’s steadfast love for us, ask for forgiveness and turn from our sin, 
and accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, then our sin is covered by Jesus’ blood.  

With the craziness in our world, there is one thing that can bring us true peace and one thing of 
which we can be certain. Our salvation in Jesus Christ. We need to know, beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that Jesus is Lord of all and that He offers a way to eternal peace with God. All we must do 
is ask. Read Romans 10:9-10 

Our sin is serious. We need to be sure that we are asking God to forgive us for all of our sins – 
both the things we have done and the things we have left undone. We also need to be keenly 
aware that, for those who believe in Jesus as their Savior, mercy triumphs over judgement. Jesus’ 
blood will cover us if we only believe in Him. Read Ephesians 2:4-7 

There is nothing that we can do on our own to fix our sin problem. Jesus is the only way. It is so 
simple compared to what the Israelites had to do, but God knew that Jesus was the answer. Don’t 
miss the steadfast love that God has for you just because it seems too easy. Allow mercy to 
triumph over judgement in your life today! Jesus wants to be Lord of your life in 2021. Salvation 
means peace now and eternity in heaven, so ask Jesus to be Lord of your life today. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:8-10 



Faith & Works Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.13 

If you have been around STP for any length of time, when you read the next section of scripture 
in the book of James, you are likely to think of Tweedle Dum and Tweedle Dee from Natalie 
Snapp’s musical, Through the Looking Glass. They go back and forth about which is more 
important – faith or works. It is a question that comes up more than once in scripture, but one of 
the most notable discussions about faith and works happens right here. Read James 2:14-17 

In this passage, we see James’ practical nature. He is convinced that what we do is driven by our 
faith. As Christians, we love and serve others because God first loved us. We care for others, give 
generously, and work to meet their needs because it shows the tangible love of Christ to them. 
We know that God cares for every sparrow and that He cares deeply for everyone He created. It 
is why, as Christians, we love and care for others! 

When I read on a bit further in this section of scripture, I began to ponder that part of our “works” 
is not just what we do for others, but how we behave. Read James 2:18-20 

I began to think more about this when I read the words, “You believe that God is one; you do 
well.” Believing that God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are one is so important. We cannot separate 
one from the other. Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

This passage was written in response to God’s requirement to keep His commandments. The Ten 
Commandments are laid out in chapter 5 and God says that when we follow His commands that 
things will go well for us. We hear this echoed throughout the Old Testament. 

In the New Testament, we learn that Jesus came and paid the price for our sins. The sacrifices of 
the Old Testament are no longer necessary – Jesus shed His blood and our sins are covered. Since 
we believe in Jesus and are saved by His grace, does it matter what we do or how we behave? 
Read Galatians 5:13-14 

Because of Christ’s death and resurrection, we have great freedom. But our freedom in Christ 
should not be used to live however we want to live! We are to live as people who have BIG faith 
that influences everything that we say and do. Freedom in Christ is so precious that we need to 
seek to honor our ONE God with all of our souls, minds, and strength. That means honoring Him 
with our words, what we watch, who and how we influence, and what we do.  

Will we get it right all the time? No – no one can. But we can ask the Holy Spirit to correct us, 
spend time in God’s Word to keep us focused on Jesus, and surround ourselves with things that 
are good, lovely, and pleasing to God. And when we fall short, we ask God for forgiveness, turning 
from our sin and asking Him to help us make better choices. 

We put our faith into action by loving and serving because that is what Jesus did. We care for 
others because God cares for them. We are careful about what we do and say because we want 
to influence people toward Jesus. What the world needs now is to be refreshed by followers of 
Jesus that have BIG faith to inspire BIG works for His glory! 

The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will be refreshed. Proverbs 11:25 



Faith in Action Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.14 

This week in devotions, we finished out chapter 2 of the book of James. The great thing about 
James is that he continues to be very practical in what he says and gives us examples in the Bible 
to look back upon. This week is a great time to look back at the accounts of Abraham and Rahab, 
two heroes of faith. Read James 2:21-26 

When we think of Abraham, there are several passages in scripture that talk about him, his 
challenges, and his choices – both good and bad. You can read about Abraham in the book of 
Genesis. He is mentioned first in Genesis 11:26, as the son of Terah, who was a descendant of 
Shem, Noah’s son. In this verse, he is called Abram, because God hadn’t changed his name yet. 
From there, the book of Genesis talks about Abraham for several chapters, and even records his 
death in chapter 25. 

There are many times that Abraham’s faith is tested, but the hardest test is when he is asked to 
make an extraordinary sacrifice: his precious son, Isaac. Read Genesis 22. 

Abraham had amazing faith! I’m especially moved by the exchange between he and Isaac. When 
Isaac asks where the lamb is for the sacrifice, Abraham tells him that God will provide the sheep. 
Oh, to have faith like that! 

James also shares that Rahab is a hero of faith. Her account is found in the book of Joshua. Read 
Joshua 2:1-24. 

In the eyes of most people, Rahab’s lifestyle would be enough to say that she couldn’t be used 
by God. But Rahab knew about God, His power, and knew that the when the Israelites came, that 
they would destroy Jericho and that God would give them victory. Because of this, Rahab helped 
the Israelite spies. She went against her own people and stood up for the Lord, placing her family 
in great danger. She trusted that God would deliver her family if she took a chance on the 
Israelites. Read Joshua 6:22-25 

Rahab’s faith was amazing! She was trusting God before she even really knew him. While we 
don’t know much more about her, we do know that she lived with the Israelites for the rest of 
her days and was the mother of Boaz. She is mentioned again in Matthew in the genealogical line 
of Jesus, our Lord and Savior! 

Rahab and Abraham are a lot different, but they had one thing in common. They had BIG FAITH! 
Both are mentioned, along with a host of others, in the book of Hebrews. Read Hebrews 11:1-39 

There has never been a better time for BIG FAITH that motivates BIG WORKS for God’s glory. Our 
world is so unsettled – there is fear all around. But FAITH conquers fear every time! We are called 
to be a people who believe that God is in control, that we can trust Him through anything, and 
that we are covered by His sheltering hand and are resting in His steadfast love. That’s why we 
never give up! We know that our faith will carry us through ANY trial. So let’s love one another 
well, with TRUTH and with ACTION that brings glory to God and hope to a broken world.  

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 1 John 3:18 



Speech Matters Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.15 

Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how 
you ought to answer each person. Colossians 4:6 
 

First, I want to say thank you for your donations of paper products to With Love from Jesus! Our 
Wednesday homeschool class FILLED the van and Mrs. Barbara and I had a great time delivering 
your donations. The staff and volunteers were so thankful and were amazed that we kept pulling 
out more items from the van. One of them shared that they were almost out of paper goods. 
YOU helped meet that need for their ministry. Don’t underestimate that God is using your 
generosity to impact others for God’s glory. It is so much fun to be a part of BIG actions that are 
part of living out BIG faith! 

I really wanted to begin this week’s devotion by singing the children’s song, “O, Be Careful”, but 
I know that really dates me, so I resisted. But you’ll see that “Oh, be careful little tongue what 
you say,” fits quite well when you read our passage. Read James 3:1-5 

James makes it very clear that what we say matters. When we read this passage, most often, we 
think about what we say to others. As I prayed through the scripture, God reminded me that it is 
also very important to be careful of what we say to ourselves. 

Have you ever heard any of the following phrases run through your head? 

What makes you think you can accomplish this task? Someone else can do it better than you. Did God really say you could do this? You 
can’t do anything right. It doesn’t matter if you are there or not. No one notices you. How could anybody love you. You aren’t good enough. 
You’re not qualified. No one cares. You are alone. 

We need to be keenly aware that speaking to ourselves that way is NOT from God. The enemy is 
quick to attack us through our thoughts and feelings about ourselves. Remember the serpent in 
the garden talking to Eve? “Did God really say…” is his line! Negative thoughts about ourselves 
are not from the Lord and we must combat the lies with TRUTH! 

I am fearfully and wonderfully made! In my weakness HE is strong! He has 
plans to give me hope and a future! He fills my life with good things! How 
precious are HIS thoughts about me! HE remembers me in my weakness! The 
LORD will work out the plans for my life. The LORD will rescue me and 
protect me. God is the strength of my heart. The Lord is near when I am 
brokenhearted. God arms me with strength. He makes my way perfect. Jesus 
loves me and will never let me go. I have peace because I know Jesus. I am 
loved and cherished by God. I am never alone. 

Because so many of us can be plagued by negative talk to ourselves, it is so important to build 
one another up when we are together, especially at STP! We never know what someone’s day 
has been like or what they might be facing. We must speak kindly to one another!! We need to 
be welcoming with our words and body language, greeting one another, sharing a kind word, and 
inviting others to join our circles. It’s a great way to put our faith into action! 



Oh, Be Careful Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.16 

Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; 
Keep watch over the door of my lips! Psalm 141:3 

 

Last week we talked about being careful about what we say to ourselves. Negative self-talk is 
often imagined and made worse by our anxiety and perceptions of what people think, rather 
than the truth. We must ground ourselves in scripture to know what God thinks about us!  

Each of us has been caught in a cycle of negative thoughts, and we never know what people are 
thinking when we encounter them. What we say to others makes a difference, making the next 
section of scripture in James truly important. Read James 3:5-12 

We really need to stop and think before we speak. Controlling our tongues can be hard, but the 
Bible is filled with reminders of the importance of considering our words before we share them.  

Put away from you crooked speech, and put devious talk far from you. Proverbs. 4:24 

The wise lay up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool brings ruin near. Proverbs 10:14 

Whoever belittles his neighbor lacks sense, but a man of understanding remains silent. 
Proverbs 11: 12 

And consider this warning about the things that the Lord hates. Read Proverbs 6:16-19  

In that list, the things that we say are mentioned multiple times! A lying tongue…a false witness 
who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers all deal with what we say. If 
we are honest, a heart that devises wicked plans needs a vehicle to carry them out, and that 
means our tongues are probably right back into the mess again.  

What does Jesus say about what we say? There are two clear passages, and depending on the 
maturity of your child, will depend on which one you discuss. For 13+ students, read Matthew 
12:33-37. For 8-12 students, read Luke 6:43-46.  

Jesus says that a tree is known by its fruit and that one day we will answer for the things that 
we say. Is our speech kind and gracious? Is our tone gentle? Are we drawing others toward 
Christ with our words or do our words fracture our community? Are we taking the Lord’s name 
in vain? Every word is important, and we cannot underestimate the power of the tongue. 

At STP, we try to be careful of what we say. We should not take the Lord’s name in vain. There 
should be no gossip, course joking, or inappropriate stories. We should not say anything behind 
anyone’s back or share confidences. Everything that we say or do should be appropriate for our 
youngest students to hear. If it isn’t, then we need to reconsider our conversations, ask for 
forgiveness from God and anyone we have offended, and ask the Holy Spirit to help us measure 
our words. Together, we can make STP a place where we honor Christ and each other with our 
speech! 

 



Wisdom from Above Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.17 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God. Colossians 3:16 

Last summer, as I pondered and prayed over where we should focus our hearts and minds this 
year, thoughts of wisdom kept coming back to me. During STP’s shutdown, it was apparent that 
the only way to navigate such uncertain times was to continually go back to scripture. As our 
directors and leadership met the tests and challenges with Truth, I knew that the best thing that 
we could do for our students was teach them to do the same thing. So, we set out this year to 
arm our students with the truth found in the book of James, connecting it to passages from the 
Old and New Testament, and with the words of Jesus. It has been a great Bible study, and many 
of the passages echo one another, including this week’s verses. Read James 3:13-18 

We cannot underestimate the importance of learning where wisdom is found. We also need to 
realize that it is never too early to impart the wisdom of God’s Word on the hearts of our children. 
Luke inspires us to begin early when he talks about Jesus’ childhood years. Read Luke 2:40 & 2:52 

Jesus was growing in wisdom AND stature. That means he was learning about the scriptures while 
He was growing. Although Jesus was fully God and was equipped with a thorough knowledge of 
God’s purposes, plans, and truth, Luke reminds us that he was fully human and seeking God and 
His wisdom along the way. This is important for us, because, like Jesus, we need to be seeking 
Him when we are young. It is never too early to know where to find wisdom!! 

The Bible is God’s wisdom for us, but the world will try to lead us astray. You will hear that the 
Bible is outdated, that it cannot be trusted, and that Jesus couldn’t possibly be the only way to 
God. We might think that this is a new problem, but it has been around since the garden, when 
the serpent said, “Did God really say…?” to Eve. Satan’s best trick is to make us doubt that God’s 
Word is completely true.  

God’s Word is living and active. It can be trusted. And God will use His Word to draw us to him, 
so that we might stand against the world. Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. 

In the beginning, God’s plan included THE WORD – which is Jesus Christ, and our salvation comes 
from Him. When we humble ourselves, asking for forgiveness, and turning from our sins, Jesus 
stands in our place. There are things that we will battle that the world does not recognize as 
wrong, but God’s Word is clear. We must know what the Bible says and know that just because 
the world says it’s okay, that our sin still separates us from God. At the same time, when we ask 
for the Holy Spirit’s help, there is no sin too big to be conquered by Christ.  

This should leave us excited and FULL of HOPE! We are always going to battle sin. We are always 
going to need God’s Wisdom. But we have access to all the wisdom that we need, and Jesus has 
conquered sin for us. And we have a strong community at STP to hold us accountable and point 
us to the cross. May God give us the grace to grow in wisdom as we seek to serve Him! 



A Humble Prayer Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.18 

So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time 
he will lift you up in honor. Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares 

about you. 1 Peter 5:6-7 

James continues to challenge us to think about humility. This time, it is in the context of battling 
worldliness. Read James 4:1-6 

James begins by reminding us that quarrels and fights among us begin within ourselves. He uses 
the image of war – and that is where we started in our devotional time in class. I asked our classes 
to share adjectives and verbs that describe war. They shared words like destruction, chaos, 
fighting, bloody, isolation, families torn apart, smoke, burning, and death.  

War is a strong image and yet that is what James uses when discussing the battle against 
ourselves to satisfy our own desires. He says that we do not have because we ask for things that 
satisfy ourselves, and that we are drawn to do this in response to what the world says that we 
need. He also says that our friendship with the world puts us at odds with God and what he wants 
to do in and through us with the Holy Spirit’s help. James goes so far as to remind us that God is 
jealous over His Spirit within us. 

If we seek to follow Jesus, then we must submit to the Holy Spirit’s leading in our lives, based on 
Biblical truth. If James says that we do not have because we do not know how to ask, then we 
need to take a step back and look at Jesus, and how he taught his disciples to pray. Jesus, being 
the excellent teacher that He was, modeled prayer for us. Read Matthew 6:5-15 

When we take apart the prayer, we see that honoring and glorifying God is the very first thing. 
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.” We should begin our prayers with praise and 
thanksgiving to our amazing, merciful God!  

The next step is acknowledging that HE is in control of all things and that His plan for our lives is 
the best plan - whether it is easy or hard, clear or confusing, joy-filled or sad. “Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” After a year like 2020, it is hard to see that 
God is working out His purposes and plans through the challenges. But it is HIS plan, and we are 
called to be faithful and trust Him no matter what.  

The third sentence reminds us to ask God for what we need. “Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.” We need the basics 
– food, shelter, safety, and we should be asking God for those things. We also desperately need 
forgiveness – and we should be asking God to forgive us for the things that we do wrong. We also 
need help forgiving others – and the Holy Spirit can help us with that when we submit to His 
leading. 

The fourth sentence is a good reminder that we are always battling temptation. “And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” Jesus acknowledges that there is a battle within 
ourselves – to want what we want. It is such a war that He reminds the disciples that they will 
need God’s help to fight the battle against sin and selfishness. The battle hasn’t changed, but 
with God’s help through the Holy Spirit, by studying the life of Jesus and learning from Him, and 
with the Bible as our guide, we are equipped to fight the battle.  



Divided Loyalty Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.19 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

Ephesians 5:1-2 

Studying God’s Word is a beautiful exercise that stretches us to a deeper understanding of who 
God is and how we, as humans made in His image, are to relate to Him. Because the Bible is living 
and active, the more we study it, the more we realize that its’ Truth should be applied to our 
lives, even when it challenges our desires and causes us to recognize our sin. Read James 4:7-10 

James is so direct that it can be unsettling. He calls us out saying that we are guilty! We are losing 
the battle that we talked about last week and need to repent.  James calls us doubleminded, but 
in one translation it feels even clearer. “Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for 
your loyalty is divided between God and the world.” (New Living Translation) He also says that 
we should be mourning over our divided hearts. James makes it clear that our sin is serious and 
we need to humble ourselves before the Lord and ask for forgiveness. 

Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader and Pharisee, had the chance to ask Jesus about being born 
again. Nicodemus knew that there was something compelling about Jesus’ teaching, and so he 
went to him in the middle of the night to learn from the man that had been sent from God to 
teach them. He had no idea that Jesus was the Messiah. Read John 3:16-21 

Jesus explained His purpose for coming into the world – to be our Savior. He also talks about the 
condition of the hearts of the people. Jesus says that the people loved the darkness more than 
the light and that their actions were evil. He shared that hearts did not want to be exposed to 
the Light of His teachings because of their sin. Jesus knew that He would be the sacrifice for every 
sin – from the first sin in the Garden of Eden to every sin that was to come - all because the 
people loved darkness more than they did the Light. 

The magnitude of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross to bear our sins should never be lost on us. God 
made a way for us to be made right with Him through Jesus, but that does not mean that we live 
how we want and flippantly ask forgiveness whenever it crosses our mind. There should be a 
mourning over our sin, a call for forgiveness, and then a turning to live a new life. In the letter to 
the Ephesians, the apostle Paul, echoing the teachings of Jesus, challenges us to repent and sin 
no more. Read Ephesians 5:1-11 

There are things that the world laughs at that offend our Holy God. There are things that the 
world embraces that our Holy God can not look upon. There are battles in our hearts that God 
wants to defeat with the Light of His Truth, but we cling to the darkness, looking for fulfillment 
and acceptance in what we believe will make us happy. 

Paul advises us to carefully determine what pleases the Lord and live according to His good 
instructions for our life. We can trust that when we follow God, that he will make our paths 
straight. In our Red Sea moments, when there appears to be no way out, He will part the waters 
for us. When we are weighted down by our sins and poor choices, the Holy Spirit is ready to come 
to the rescue. When we repent and follow Jesus, He is ready and able to sustain us and turn our 
darkness into light! 



Our Job Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.20 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may 
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the 

Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
Colossians 1:11-12 

2020 was a tough year. In many ways, it was tough because of our thoughts and attitudes about 
others and our situations, combined with the out-of-control feelings that we had when our 
plans were completely disrupted. So where does James meet us this week? Right where we 
need his wisdom the most! Read James 4:11-16 
 
In our pride, we are so often looking at the faults of others, that we don’t realize that we are 
passing judgement upon them. In discussing the shortcomings and failures of others, we can fall 
into the trap of pride, saying, “at least I’m not like them.” And if we discuss our thoughts about 
this with others, it quickly leads to gossip and division. O, Be Careful continues to ring in my ears! 

James also reminds us that we are to lay our plans before the Lord, and trust Him completely, 
whether our plans work out or not. Losing our keys or a favorite toy, being slowed down by traffic, 
weather cancellations, sickness…there are so many things that interrupt us. Our plans are in the 
hands of God, and He will change them based on what He knows is best for us. That can be really 
hard! We may not agree with His appointed changes, but we must trust, nonetheless. 

We can also be tempted to pass judgement on others and become upset when our plans don’t 
work out. We must be keenly aware that when we do these things, it is because we want to be 
in control. We have to recognize that God is the one in control and that our response to Him is 
steady faithfulness that points others to Jesus.  

The story of Zacchaeus is a favorite, especially among children. Take a moment to revisit the 
story, thinking about the characters, setting and plot for a moment. Read Luke 19:1-10 

Have you ever considered if there would have been an account written about Zacchaeus without 
a sycamore tree? How would Zacchaeus have seen Jesus without the tree?  

In our classes this week, we used our arms as reminders of three things that we should do to be 
strong in the Lord. I think our arms were so tired that none of us are likely to forget the image. 
First, we raised our arms upward in praise. When a tree sprouts, it grows upward first. Our 
response to every situation should be praise. The second posture was with our arms out to the 
side with our palms up. This reminds us that we need to be open to God and His plans and 
purpose for our lives. 

By this time, we were getting pretty tired, but we realized that, if we straightened our backs by 
pulling our shoulder blades together and dropped our shoulders a bit, that our arms weren’t so 
heavy. This reminds us that we are supposed to dig into God’s Word to know more about who 
God is, why Jesus came, and how the Holy Spirit wants to work in our lives. Time in God’s Word 
reminds us of how God worked in the lives of ordinary people to accomplish amazing things. 

We are called to give others the chance to see Jesus. It’s our job! To be well equipped to do our 
job well, we can remember this simple devotion and commit to praising God, being open to His 
leading, and digging into His Word. Then we will have the strength to point others to Chris 



Store Up Thanksgiving! Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.21 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
for his steadfast love endures forever! 

Psalm 118:1 

We have made it to the final book of James just in time! As we read the last chapter of this 
practical book of the Bible, we will see that James reminds us of the themes of the book. For the 
next several devotions we will be looking back at what we have learned and reminding ourselves 
of how we should live as a response to James’ teachings.  Read James 5:1-6 

Another warning to the rich! Remember the first chapter of James? Let the lowly brother boast 
in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass 
away. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty 
perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. James 1:9-11 

We are not to store up wealth…James is clear. Even Jesus speaks of that during his public ministry. 
Read Matthew 6:19-21 

If we should not store up wealth, then what should we treasure? During devotions this week, 
students gave answers like our families, God’s Word, wisdom, and our relationship with Jesus. 
They also listed the fruits of the Spirit. Great answers!  

Combined with these, I would like to suggest that we should be storing up thanksgiving for the 
many ways that God cares for us, shows His kindness to us, and sustains us through difficult 
circumstances. We need to be finding ways to count it all joy, no matter what is going on in our 
lives. There is a hymn that talks about counting our blessings, and the practice of being thankful 
is both life-giving and life changing. 

If we are first lifting our arms and thoughts to the Lord in thanksgiving, then we are praising Him. 
He is the Author and the Finisher of our faith…our Stronghold…our Rock…our Redeemer…our 
Shelter…the list of all that God is through Jesus and the Holy Spirit is endless. HE deserves our 
unending praise. When we are praising Him, there is no room for grumbling or complaining.  

We may not be able to change our circumstances, but we can change our response to them. 
Practicing thanksgiving is the way to JOY in the Lord! We need to write down the ways that we 
see God moving and then we need to praise Him for it. If we are silent, then the rocks will cry 
out! There is so much to be thankful for…don’t miss the opportunity to rejoice in thanksgiving – 
no matter your circumstances.  

Thanksgiving is a habit and habits take time to develop. Last week, I extended a thanksgiving 
challenge for the remainder of our time at STP. Every day, we are writing down three things that 
we are thankful for…and they need to be different every day. As we write down a few simple 
things, God will open our eyes to more of His kindness to us, and the Holy Spirit can help us 
replace the grumbling in our hearts with thanksgiving. It will help us conquer the divided heart 
that James talked about in chapter 4 and set us on a path to COUNTING IT ALL JOY! 

 



A Call to Patience Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.22 

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one 
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not 

be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Romans 12:9-12 

As I shared last week, James is recapping the highlights of his teachings. This week it focuses on 
being patient. Read James 5:7-9 

Another reminder to hang in there and wait on the Lord! Do you think James might just recognize 
his own humanity and struggles as he is sharing this wisdom with us? I would imagine that James 
personally relates to the struggles that he mentions in his book. He knows that there are great 
promises to be fulfilled and that he is called to wait on the Lord to fulfill those promises. In the 
meantime, he reminds us not to grumble or complain as we are waiting. How often do we slip 
into discontentment as we wish for God to deliver us from our circumstances? I don’t know about 
you, but I need to hear this wisdom frequently!  

Then James reminds us of others who have not grown weary as they have waited on the Lord. 
Read James 5:10-12.  

From Job, to the heroes of the faith, to the prophets…the Bible is full of accounts of waiting on 
the Lord and praising Him, in spite of their circumstances. Paul reminds us that there are always 
going to be trials and that Satan is prowling like a lion waiting to devour us. We must stand firm 
in our faith, believing that God is in control, no matter what. Read 1 Peter 5:8-11 

I am reminded of Paul’s encouragement to the Hebrews: 

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 
And let us consider how to stir one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near. Hebrews 10:23-25 

Community can be messy! You can’t bring a group of people together over a period of time 
without there being conflict or disappointment of some sort – even when they are Christians! 
But God has called us to love one another, encourage one another with the gospel, and unite to 
proclaim his name. Worshipping alongside other believers is essential! Church life, even when 
messy, is important! Through the years, I have learned that STP is never going to be perfect, but 
it is a community of faith that unites us in purpose. That is what keeps my family here year after 
year. When we keep STP’s purpose gospel-focused, then we will work through hard spots, 
learning along the way. No trial is wasted in God’s economy! He is going to use every difficulty to 
grow us up in our faith. It is a privilege to face the tests and challenges with you all through the 
year, and it is beautiful to see God working all things together for our good and His Glory! 

When we hit the rough spots, we need to know where to turn in our Bibles for encouragement. 
Psalm 121 is a great reminder of God as our helper and keeper. Mark it in your Bible and read it 
any time a test or challenge comes your way! Trust that God is in control and know that He has 
good plans for you! 



A Call to Prayer Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.23 

In everything you do, put God first and He will direct your paths  
and crown your efforts with success! 

STP motto, based on Proverbs 3:5-6 

As James finishes out his book, he leads us back to prayer. Do you remember that he opened 
the book that way? He talks about asking God for wisdom, and if we are talking to God, then we 
are praying! James knows the importance of talking to God…as the brother of Jesus, he knew 
about talking with Him in person. Can you imagine that? Talking to Jesus face to face? Hearing 
His wisdom, His parables, His rebuke, His promises first-hand? That would be amazing! 

James, as Jesus’ brother, was keenly aware that he was living within a story – God’s story, and 
that the story had a major climax in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. James also knew that 
the ultimate climax would come when Jesus returned to finish what He had begun. And so, 
James reminds us that prayer is one of the most important things that we can do as we are 
waiting. Read James 5:13-18 

There is power in prayer, and prayer changes us. It helps to shape our thinking to see things less 
from our perspective and more from God’s perspective. It helps reveal the struggles within our 
hearts and gives us a place to release our frustrations and our sins, asking God to reshape our 
hearts for His glory.  

I think that Satan would like to trick us into believing that we don’t matter in God’s story. But 
that is simply NOT true! God has a unique purpose for you and a plan for you that is bigger than 
you can imagine. How do I know this?  

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear 
you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:11-13 

The Bible is clear! YOU are part of GOD’S STORY. The act of prayer is an indication that we are 
submitting that we are part of a bigger picture that is being hand crafted by God for His glory 
and our good. You can trust that when you draw near to God through prayer, He will draw near 
to you. We can have one foot in this world of trouble, sickness, and sin, and by simply praying 
our other foot can be in a place of healing, forgiveness, and hope. 

Every Christian has direct access to God through prayer. If you need a reminder of the power of 
prayer for those who believe, then spend some time with Elijah, the Old Testament prophet. 
Read 1 Kings chapters 17-18 

Jesus modeled prayer for us in the Lord’s Prayer. As you pray, remember to pray for those 
closest to you, those who point you to Christ, those in authority over you, those who are weak, 
and finally for yourself. Ask God to help you put off your sins and put on the fruits of the spirit. 
Ask Him to capture your heart as you read your Bible. Ask Him to help you put Jesus first in 
everything that you do and to commit your plans to the Lord. And ask the Holy Spirit to show 
you ways to love others and serve like Jesus every day. God has the best plan for you, so PRAY, 
asking him to lead you through your day and let your light shine brightly for Jesus!  



A Final Word Devotions Inspired by the book of James  3.24 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who believes in me shall never die. 

Do you believe this?” John 11:25-26 

James’ final word for us is one about knowing the Truth and always pointing people back to 
that Truth. Read James 5:19-20 

Everywhere we look, we can see the world wandering farther and farther from the Truth of 
God’s Word. We can be easily deceived into believing that the Bible doesn’t matter, that sin 
isn’t serious, and that we should live for our own desires. James has shared truth to combat the 
lies of the world – that’s why it was so important that we study this book at STP this year! The 
only way to fight the world is with the truth found in scripture. My prayer for you is that our 
short devotions on the book of James, and references from both the Old and New Testament, 
combined with the words of Jesus himself have helped to steady you in your faith. 

Ultimately, the most important thing that any student can take away from STP is knowing who 
Jesus is, why He came and that He wants a relationship with us. Our sins separate us from God, 
and we need a Savior to cover our sins and repair our relationship (reconcile us) with God. Jesus 
is our Savior and the only way to God. When we confess our sins and believe that He is Lord, we 
will be saved. That gives us great hope!  

But we don’t stop with salvation…we need to seek after Jesus. Paul speaks of learning Christ. 
How do we do that? By reading God’s Word. There is a beautiful passage in Colossians that 
helps us learn more about Jesus. Paul wrote the letter to clarify who Jesus is because, even 
after only 30 years, people were trying to add to the gospel or say that Jesus wasn’t enough. 
Read Colossians 1:15-20 

If someone tells you that they want to know who God is, then point them to Jesus. He is the 
visible image of the invisible God. There is nothing about God that we need to know that hasn’t 
been revealed in Jesus. God has made himself known to us in Christ. 

It is also important that you know that Jesus was in the beginning with God – that all things 
were created by and for Him. This is great news! It reminds us that we are created for a 
purpose…for Jesus. He created us to glorify Him and when we put Jesus first in everything that 
we do, he will help us find our place in this world.  

We also must understand that Jesus is the head of the church and that He is first in everything. 
Just as he was in the beginning with God, He is over all things. He is holding all things together. 
When you woke up this morning, did you feel like everything depended on you? Here is more 
good news – Jesus is holding all things together. It is our job to commit our ways to Him and 
trust Him for the outcome. 

If we believe in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, then our response should be to worship Him, trust 
His plan, be courageous to stand firm in faith, rejoice in thanksgiving for all that He is doing, and 
to be confident that Christ is invincible. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life – our steady 
anchor in an uncertain world. Know Jesus and know peace, no matter what you face! 
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