
Let Mercy Triumph! Devotions Inspired by the book of James 3.12

Happy New Year! STP is back, ready to walk in faith through 2021 and jump into our production 
season. While no one anticipated the events that have already transpired in the new year, as 
Christians, we know that events in our world do not come as a surprise to God, and so we are 
trusting Him to use all things to draw us closer to His throne of grace, knowing that He is working 
things out for HIS GLORY!  

As we continue through the book of James, we are reminded that, as believers, we are all equal 
at the foot of the cross. We are also reminded that our sin is serious and that it separates us from 
God. Read James 2:10-12 

When I read this brief passage, I was reminded of the Israelites, and what it took for them to be 
cleansed of their sin. I would challenge you to take the time to read in Leviticus about the sin 
offerings required to reconcile people back to God. It was so complicated and difficult to make 
peace with God. There were numerous requirements and ceremony involved. I cannot imagine 
living in that time and the anxiety that must have come with trying to keep the letter of law. The 
burden of sin must have been intense. It is no wonder that throughout the Old Testament that 
we hear the people cry out to God to forget their sins. Read Psalm 25:4-7 

God, in His great mercy, always had a plan to bring His children into fellowship with Him that 
would eliminate the sacrifices and ceremony. It came in the birth, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus. Jesus knew all along that He would be the final sacrifice and that His blood would cover 
our sins. When we realize God’s steadfast love for us, ask for forgiveness and turn from our sin, 
and accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, then our sin is covered by Jesus’ blood.  

With the craziness in our world, there is one thing that can bring us true peace and one thing of 
which we can be certain. Our salvation in Jesus Christ. We need to know, beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that Jesus is Lord of all and that He offers a way to eternal peace with God. All we must do 
is ask. Read Romans 10:9-10 

Our sin is serious. We need to be sure that we are asking God to forgive us for all of our sins – 
both the things we have done and the things we have left undone. We also need to be keenly 
aware that, for those who believe in Jesus as their Savior, mercy triumphs over judgement. Jesus’ 
blood will cover us if we only believe in Him. Read Ephesians 2:4-7 

There is nothing that we can do on our own to fix our sin problem. Jesus is the only way. It is so 
simple compared to what the Israelites had to do, but God knew that Jesus was the answer. Don’t 
miss the steadfast love that God has for you just because it seems too easy. Allow mercy to 
triumph over judgement in your life today! Jesus wants to be Lord of your life in 2021. Salvation 
means peace now and eternity in heaven, so ask Jesus to be Lord of your life today. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:8-10 


